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ITK Engineering plants
a footprint in China

ITK Engineering is branching out into Asia. The company, which is
based in the Southern Palatinate region of Germany, opened an office
in the Chinese mega-city of Wuxi near Shanghai in August. This marks
an important step towards strengthening and further expanding
business ties in China [1]. Initially focusing on the automotive sector,
this branch office's activities will first center on system development,
electric vehicle verification and validation, and highly automated
driving.

Ruelzheim, 18.08.2021

China is at the vanguard of electromobility: Some 10.9 million electric vehicles were
on roads worldwide in 2020, five million of which were motoring in China.[1] This
country's preeminence in e-vehicles is a major reason why ITK Engineering opted to
expand its local footprint. The Ruelzheim-based company set up an office of its own
in the city of Wuxi in Jiangsu province in August. Its mission is to nurture existing
business ties and win new customers.
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From safety to AUTOSAR and validation

“Our market entry into China was prompted by the changing demands of many
Chinese customers in the fields of electromobility and highly automated driving,”
says ITK founder and CEO Michael Englert. “They expect local, customer-specific, and
market-differentiating development of new technologies.” This is precisely where ITK
Engineering can bring to bear its skills as a development service provider, addressing
topics such as safety, security, AUTOSAR, and verification and validation.

The starting point in China is an office staffed with local sales experts, soon to be
joined by more personnel. The company plans to increase the team to 100 people by
2024, hiring mainly software and system development engineers. “The proximity to
Shanghai is a key geographical advantage for us. It will enable us to quickly expand
our contacts in the automotive industry and attract highly qualified specialists in the
years ahead,” says Chen Xue, head of the new ITK office.

The perfect complement to the Bosch Group’s portfolio

ITK Engineering’s exceptional business model is a winning proposition in Germany,
and no less so in China. "With our distinctive methodological expertise, we are able
to offer customized, exclusive software and system solutions to our customers,” says
Chen Xue. "They obtain all rights to our developments when we complete a project.”

This is the perfect complement to the portfolio that the parent company of ITK,
Robert Bosch GmbH, offers in China. ITK Engineering is underscoring this close
alliance with the unprecedented move of adding the tagline "A Bosch Company” to
its brand. ITK's brand name in China is ké guang rui, which means technology,
comprehensive, far-sighted.

China, an important driver for European business

While the company will first focus on development services for electromobility and
highly automated driving, it also intends to delve into medical and rail technology in
China over the medium term. These two lines of businesses are pillars of ITK
Engineering’s European operations.

“The decision to branch out into China is a strategically logical step following our
development in Europe,” says Englert. “We have achieved a good market position
here and we work with many leading automakers. China is a huge market with high
technology standards and an impressive pace of innovation. We expect it to provide
invaluable impetus and additional inspiration for our global activities.”

[1] Figures compiled by the Centre for Solar Energy and Hydrogen Research Baden-
Wirttemberg, Germany in March 2021
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About ITK Engineering

ITK Engineering GmbH, founded in 1994 as an “engineering firm for technical
cybernetics,” is an internationally operating technology company in the software and
systems engineering field. Thanks to its strong methodological expertise, ITK covers
the entire spectrum — from embedded systems to cloud computing. ITK offers
international customers from the automotive, rail technology, building technology,
aerospace, medical technology, motorsport, and robotics sectors tailored consultancy
and development services. ITK employs around 1,200 employees at the company
headquarters in Rilzheim in Germany’s Rhine valley and at nine additional branches
located across Germany. ITK is also represented in Austria, Spain, and Japan. Some
1,300 employees currently work for ITK's development partners worldwide. ITK
Engineering has been a wholly owned subsidiary of Robert Bosch GmbH since 2017.

www.itk-engineering.de/en/
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